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Your Missing Peace

Usually, you just unwrap a gift once. You open it. And it's done. You see the gift and there's
no need to rewrap it and unwrap it again. It's done. 

But Christmas is like unwrapping the same gift again and again and again. It's not a surprise,
exactly. We know what we will find under the paper. We know what God has given us. Yet
we never get tired of unwrapping it. The wonder and the joy are the same every year. Or
maybe, the wonder and the joy are different every year. We have changed. Our lives have
changed. Our troubles and burdens have changed. We face challenges that change
constantly. So our wonder and our joy are new and different each Christmas. 

Let's unwrap God's gift again. A Child. A Son. A Savior. And with him, rescue from sin and
death and hell. Forgiveness of all our sins. The sure and certain hope of eternal life. Peace
and comfort every day. Unwrap it all again, with new joy and new wonder. Christ is born!
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Many people connect at the holidays. Many people sigh at another Christmas spent alone. 

Togetherness is felt keenly during the Christmas season. Christmas is like a magnet that
draws people together. Maybe you're one of those people that makes all the plans to get
everyone together. Maybe you enjoy getting together, but don't want to be in charge of it.
Maybe distance or health or circumstances keep you from enjoying that togetherness, but
you still feel the tug. We all crave togetherness in some form. 

But do you feel another tug at Christmas? Do you feel the tug of togetherness with God?
It's something that's built into us. We have a deep-down loneliness inside that yearns to
be together with our Maker.  We have an emptiness in our hearts that hungers to be filled
with the presence of God. 

Why is God absent? Did he leave? Did he move? Or have we moved? Was it our rebellious
instinct that led us away from his side? Was it a desire in our hearts to experience things
beyond what God has given us and to walk out of the blessed area God set aside for us? It
seems strange that we could have ever not wanted to be together with God. Yet that's
what happened in our fallen sinful nature: our spiritual magnet began to push away. 

Together... with Him
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The Bible teaches that "your
sins have separated you from
your God; your sins have
hidden his face from you"
(Isaiah 59:2).  For sinful
people, togetherness with
God seems like a complete
no-go. 

 

But Christmas changed all
that...                         
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Immanuel means God with us. God there, up in heaven is one thing. God here, on earth, with us,
is something different. Really different. Astounding. The God of heaven and earth joined
himself to our human flesh and blood and became a human. 

God and man together in one person! One tiny child. Born for us. Jesus came as Savior.
Reconciler. Together-maker. He not only became human with us, he became human for us to
die for us and reunite us with our God. He took our sin away. He rescued us from an eternity
without God. He brought us back into a blessed, peaceful, gracious togetherness with our God. 

So do you feel the tug this Christmas? That magnetic pull you feel is from the loving heart of
God. He wants to be together with you. So much so that he gave his Son in the manger as your
Savior. So much so that he speaks through the Christmas gospel to draw you, pull you, attract
you closer to himself in grace and peace. 

Whatever your Christmas season holds - some family time, some loneliness, some desire for
togetherness - think of the blessed gift of God. He united himself with us in the most amazing
togetherness we can imagine: GOD. IS. WITH. US. Immanuel. 

May God hold you close this Christmas as you receive him all over again in faith. 

Immanuel - God is with us!

Christmas is about us getting back together
with our God. And it's not that we decided we
wanted to be with him again. He decided that he
wanted to be with us. 

So God came down from heaven and joined us.
"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
and will call him Immanuel" (Isaiah 7:14). 



CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
 

Children's Christmas Service - Dec. 18 
9:00 & 10:30 am

 

Christmas Eve - Dec. 24
7:00pm

 

Christmas Day - Dec. 25
10:15am

 

New Year's Day - Jan. 1
8:00 & 10:30am

 

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Elementary School exists to
nurture its children and reach
out to the community with a
Christ-centered, quality
education while assisting
parents in spiritual, academic,
social, and physical training for
their children. 

Enrollment opens March 1st.
Contact our principal, Mr.
Paulsen, for details. 

(801) 261-3808
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Come join us in the togetherness of church
Prince of Peace is a place of togetherness. We want to celebrate the
togetherness we have with our God by joining together in a family of
faith with one another. Here are a few opportunities to join us this
Christmas season! Come and bring a friend! All are welcome!   

PreK-8 School

tel:801-261-3808

