
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

FEBRUARY 26, 2023  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home. 

✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today. 

✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  Ask anyone if 
you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help! 

✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard 
time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little 
children come to me!  If your little one is restless, feel free to spend a minute in the 
entryway, you should still be able to hear through speakers. 

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the entryway, we have 
headsets available. 

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil.  They would love to meet you and 
serve you however they can! 
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OUR GREATEST NEED: A CHAMPION FOR THE DEFEATED 
Our modern English word “champion” comes from an old English word that meant “warrior.” In 

ancient times, when two armies gathered to fight, sometimes as a prelude to the battle—and 
sometimes in place of the battle—each army would pick a mighty solider, and these two men 
would fight each other. These elite warriors, these champions, would represent their people in 

battle. They would meet in the middle of the field. With everyone watching, they would fight to 
the death. Today we are reminded of an ancient war that began in Eden. The perfect peace and 
prosperity of Paradise was lost when a fallen angel convinced mankind to follow the demons in 

rebelling against their Creator. When Adam fell, he condemned the world to darkness and death. 
The enemy of God claimed that the children of men now belonged to him. God was having 
none of it. He promised he would send forth his champion, his Son. And so, today we see a 

battle of champions. The demons send forth their strongest warrior—Satan. God sends forth the 
best of men, Jesus Christ. Jesus does what Adam and we could not. In crushing the devil, Jesus 

meets one of our greatest needs.



THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

Hymns not printed in this service folder are found in the blue hymnals in each pew.   

Hymn |  863   A Mighty Fortress Is Our God    

Invocation  
Please stand at the minister’s direction if you are able 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.              Matthew 28:19

Amen.

Confession and Absolution 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
     and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.            1 John 1:8-9

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,  I am sinful by nature 
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and actions.
I have not loved You with my whole heart;  I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with His innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in Him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.

silence for reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore as a called 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22

And also with you.
Let us pray.  Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the 
devil’s temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the 
world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle against 
the forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading 									 Genesis 3:1-15	
God promised to send a champion who would do what we could not, defeating our greatest enemy.  

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of 
the wild animals the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You 
must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat 
fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God 
did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, and you 
must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”

4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said 
to the woman. 5“For God knows that when 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6When the woman saw that the fruit of the 
tree was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 
she took some and ate it. She also gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 
it. 7Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they realized they were naked; so 
they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves.

8Then the man and his wife heard the sound 
of the LORD God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid 
from the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, 
“Where are you?”

10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, 
and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 
hid.”

11And he said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?”

12The man said, “The woman you put here 
with me—she gave me some fruit from the 
tree, and I ate it.”

13Then the LORD God said to the woman, 
“What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 

and I ate.”
14So the LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this,

FEBRUARY 26, 2023 - PAGE   4



“Cursed are you above all livestock and all 
wild animals! You will crawl on your belly 
and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, and you will strike 
his heel.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day |  Psalm 46      If God Is For Us 
 The cantor will sing the refrain once, then the congregation will repeat it immediately.  The cantor 
will sing verses 1+2 and the congregation is invited to join in verse 3. 
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Second Reading    Romans 5:12-19 

Adam’s defeat meant death for all. Christ’s victory brings life for all. 

12Therefore, just as sin entered the world 
through one man, and death through sin, 
and in this way death came to all people, 
because all sinned—

13To be sure, sin was in the world before 
the law was given, but sin is not charged 
against anyone’s account where there is no 
law. 14Nevertheless, death reigned from the 
time of Adam to the time of Moses, even 
over those who did not sin by breaking a 
command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of 
the one to come.

15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if 
the many died by the trespass of the one 
man, how much more did God’s grace and 
the gift that came by the grace of the one 
man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 
16Nor can the gift of God be compared with 
the result of one man’s sin: The judgment 

followed one sin and brought 
condemnation, but the gift followed many 
trespasses and brought justification. 17For if, 
by the trespass of the one man, death 
reigned through that one man, how much 
more will those who receive God’s 
abundant provision of grace and of the gift 
of righteousness reign in life through the 
one man, Jesus Christ!

18Consequently, just as one trespass 
resulted in condemnation for all people, so 
also one righteous act resulted in 
justification and life for all people. 19For just 
as through the disobedience of the one man 
the many were made sinners, so also 
through the obedience of the one man the 
many will be made righteous.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!  

Please stand  

Gospel Acclamation 

The congregation sings the refrains. The cantor will lead us in this new setting. 

 

We do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses; 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
 
Refrain
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The Holy Gospel       Matthew 4:1-11 

The champion of the demons and the champion of mankind do battle. Jesus Christ wins. This lesson is the basis of 
the sermon this morning. 
1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2After fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to become bread.”

4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall 
not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’”

5Then the devil took him to the holy city 
and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he 
said, “throw yourself down. For it is 
written:

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning 
you, and they will lift you up in their 
hands, 

so that you will not strike your foot against 
a stone.’”

7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: 
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

8Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 
9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if you 
will bow down and worship me.”

10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! 
For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.’”

11Then the devil left him, and angels came 
and attended him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

Be seated. 

Hymn of the Day |   574    The Tree of Life 

  Sermon       Matthew 4:1-11      He won for us 

Please stand 

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated.
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Prayer of the Church 
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and 
our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.
The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at 
your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.   
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.
Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting 
joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.   
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 
afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the 
mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.
 Special intercessions may be included here

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 Silent prayer  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience 
to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us 
for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering             
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
 thanks to Him.  
There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.    

To donate online, either scan the QR code on the left or text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to (833) 693-7056. You’ll receive a link in response. Follow the link to the 
Prince of Peace secure giving page. 

THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us 
by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy 
      The cantor will lead us in this new setting of the Sanctus.  Please join as you feel comfortable. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from 
sin.  We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under 
law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to 
you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer	
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Jesus 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God 
      The cantor will lead us in this new setting of the Agnus Dei.  Please join as you feel comfortable.

FEBRUARY 26, 2023 - PAGE   10



Be seated 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 

A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS 
Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we 
love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other congregations 
in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment of anyone’s 
faith, it is simply our desire to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 about who 
should receive Holy Communion and how.    

Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if 
you’re not part of our congregation.  Thank you for your understanding!

Hymn |  556   All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall 

Hymn |  842   Jesus, Still Lead On 

After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. 
Your T sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Stand 

Prayer 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Blessing                                                                                                                Numbers 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated 

Closing Hymn  |   Do Not Fear
The cantor will sing stanzas 1+2.  The congregation is invited to join in stanza 3. 

Thank you to Monica Brandt, Mora Enoka, Hailey Brandt and Tom Bruce for using their gifts to serve us and our 
Savior with music this morning! 
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Prayer as you go 
Heavenly Father, may we commend to You all who strive and work against great and 

many temptations. Strengthen those who still stand. Restore those who have fallen and 
given up. Grant all of us Your grace in a miserable and uncertain life, and though 

surrounded constantly by so many enemies, may we persistently fight with a valiant 
and firm faith and finally obtain the eternal crown. O Father, deliver us from Your 

eternal wrath and from the torture of hell. Save us from Your severe judgment in death 
and at the last day. Guard us against sudden and eternal death. Preserve us from the 

misery of fire and water, hail and lightning, need and hunger. Amen. MARTIN LUTHER  

You see how the Spirit led him, not into a city or public arena, but into a wilderness. In this desolate place, the Spirit extended the devil an occasion 
to test him, not only by hunger, but also by loneliness, for it is there most especially that the devil assails us, when he sees us left alone and by 
ourselves. In this same way did he also confront Eve in the beginning, having caught her alone and apart from her husband. - ST JOHN 
CHRYSOSTOM  

A Few Moments for Reflection and Prayer... As our accompanist plays through the closing hymn 
once again, please take a moment to recall something from today’s message, from one of the 
Scripture lessons or from a song during God’s Service. Or pray again the Prayer of the Day: Lord our 
strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, and our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits 
and empty promises. Keep us steadfast in Your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore us 
through Your Son, Jesus hrist our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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