CHRIST THROUGH UsS
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!

We're thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home.

* Restrooms are near the door that you came in today.

% The service is printed in this worship folder. Join in as your comfortable. Ask anyone if
you're lost - they’ll be glad to help!

* We're glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard
time sitting quietly sometimes. They are still welcome here. Jesus said: Let the little
children come to me! If your little one is restless, feel free to spend a minute in the
entryway, you should still be able to hear through speakers.

* If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the entryway, we have
headsets available.

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil. They would love to meet you
and serve you however they can!

CHRIST THROUGH US

“The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod is celebrating its 175th anniversary in 2025
under the theme “Christ Through Us.” From one seminary in 1865, one world mission in
1893, and 800 congregations mostly in the Midwest as of 1965, we can now easily see
how Christ has worked through his good news of salvation in Word and sacraments to
move this body of believers to establish a Scripture-based ministerial education
system, world missions in 45 countries, and more than 1,200 congregations across the
United States. The “Christ Through Us” theme will also inform the work of WELS in a
ten-year detailed plan to proclaim our Savior’s love.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE

€25 The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type. €22

HYMN 861 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head
PLEASE STAND.

INVOCATION

In the name of the Father and of the Son # and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. Psalm 32:1-2

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.
Silence for reflection
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the # Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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GLORY BE TO GOD

Glory be to God in heaven, Only Son of God the Father,
peace to those he loves so well. Lamb who takes our sin away,
On the earth let all his people now with him in triumph seated—
speak his grace, his wonders tell: for your mercy, Lord, we pray:
Lord, we praise you for your glory, Jesus Christ, most high and holy,
mighty Father, heaven’s King; Savior, you are God alone
hear our joyful adoration in the glory of the Father
and accept the thanks we bring. with the Spirit, Three in One!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Lord, keep your household, the church, in continual godliness, and set us free from all
adversities that, under your protection, we may serve you with true devotion and holy deeds;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 6:1-9

The Lord speaks his Word to our children and grandchildren through us.

laws the LORD your God directed me

to teach you to observe in the land
that you are crossing the Jordan to
possess, so that you, your children and
their children after them may fear the
LORD your God as long as you live by
keeping all his decrees and commands that
| give you, and so that you may enjoy long
life. Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so
that it may go well with you and that you
may increase greatly in a land flowing with
milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God
of your ancestors, promised you.
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the
LORD is one. Love the LORD your God

T hese are the commands, decrees and

PSALM 100B (suNG)

1 All people that on earth do dwell,
sing to the LORD with cheerful voice.
Him serve with fear; his praise forthtell;
come ye before him and rejoice!

2 Know that the LORD is God indeed;
without our aid he did us make.

We are his folk; he doth us feed,

and for his sheep he doth us take.

with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength. These
commandments that | give you today are
to be on your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the
road, when you lie down and when you
get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands
and bind them on your foreheads. Write
them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

3 O enter then his gates with praise;
approach with joy his courts unto.
Praise, laud, and bless his name always
for it is seemly so to do.

4 For why? The LORD our God is good;
his mercy is forever sure.

His truth at all times firmly stood

and shall from age to age endure.
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SECOND READING

2 Corinthians 5:18-21

God makes his appeal through us as ambassadors for Christ. This lesson is the basis for the

sermon this morning.

Il this is from God, who reconciled
A us to himself through Christ and
gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: that God was reconciling
the world to himself in Christ, not
counting people’s sins against them.
And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation. We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand

though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so
that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

2 Corinthians 5:19a

Alleluia! God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins

against them.
Alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL

Christ calls us and grants his blessings through us.

ne day as Jesus was standing by
O the Lake of Gennesaret, the

people were crowding around
him and listening to the word of God. He
saw at the water’s edge two boats, left
there by the fishermen, who were
washing their nets. He got into one of
the boats, the one belonging to Simon,
and asked him to put out a little from
shore. Then he sat down and taught the
people from the boat.

When he had finished speaking, he said
to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and
let down the nets for a catch.”

Simon answered, “Master, we've
worked hard all night and haven’t
caught anything. But because you say
so, | will let down the nets.”

Luke 5:1-11

When they had done so, they caught
such a large number of fish that their
nets began to break. So they signaled
their partners in the other boat to come
and help them, and they came and filled
both boats so full that they began to
sink.

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at
Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from
me, Lord; | am a sinful man!” For he and
all his companions were astonished at
the catch of fish they had taken, and so
were James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, Simon’s partnhers.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be
afraid; from now on you will fish for
people.” So they pulled their boats up
on shore, left everything and followed
him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN OF THEDAY 870 O Church, Arise
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SERMON
Please stand

NICENE CREED

2 Corinthians 5 All this is from God

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation,

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Romans 10:10,; Dt 6:4
Matthew 6.9, Ex 6.3
Genesis 1.1, John 1.1
Colossians 1:16

Romans 10:9
Matthew 16:16

John 3:16

John 1:1,8:12,17:.22
Colossians 2.9

John 1.2

John 10:30

Hebrews 1:.2; John 1.3
1Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23
John 6:41; Luke 15:20
Luke 1.34-35

John 1:14

Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16-18
Jn 19:1-3; Lk 23:53
1Cor154; Lk 24:6
Acts 1:9

Acts 7:55

Matthew 26:64

Acts 10:42; Mt 3:12

2 Peter 111

Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38
Genesis 1.2, John 3:6
John 15:26

Mt 3:16-17

Ez 11:5; 2 Pt 1:.20-21

1 Peter 2:5; Eph 2:19-22
Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38
1Co 15:35-49; 1 Thes 4
Psalm 106:48

Be seated

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder
the good news that you forgive our sins in
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you
have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the
Word we have heard today.

Guard and guide the families of our
congregation. Lead husbands and wives to
love each other with commitment, respect,
and patience. Help parents to grasp the
eternal value of keeping their children
close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to
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those who are single, and make them a
blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that
surround us; give us pure hearts and
minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who
make laws and set policies. Give us respect
for those who protect us from crime. Lead
us to value the rights of our fellow citizens
and to defend those who cannot defend
themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity
so that the gospel may be proclaimed to
all.

Extend your healing power to those who
are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give
patience and compassion to all who care
for the sick and dying.

thanks to Him.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your
love in Christ.

We pray for... Cheri Trujillo (Joni Kohagen'’s
niece diagnosed with aggressive cancer), John
Farrel (health struggles),Frankie (Robyn’s young
friend with cancer), Harry (Nancy’s brother-in-
law with serious health struggles), Mike Jacobs
(nephew of Jeff and Jean in treatment for
cancer), Al Perry’s grandmother Helen, Dave
Parker (friend of Glayde), Miss Biendenbender
deliberating a divine call, the building project at
Prince of Peace

Hear us also, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all
things and you love all people. Hear our
prayers, spoken and silent, and answer
them in your wisdom and grace.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Moved by God'’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of

There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.

To donate online, either scan the QR code on the left or text princeofpeace (no
spaces) to (833) 693-7056. You'll receive a link in response. Follow the link to the
Prince of Peace secure giving page.

A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS chnildren and those who are not communicant

members of our church may come forward for a blessing. Those who do are asked
to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this.

Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because
we love you. That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other
congregations in our fellowship take the Lord's Supper this morning. This is not a judgment
of anyone's faith, it is simply our desire to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11
about who should receive Holy Communion and how. Because we believe from these
words that Jesus' body and blood is really present in and with the bread and wine, we want

to be sure that it is received in the manner He has commanded us.

Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if
you're not part of our congregation. Thank you for your understanding!
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THE SACRAMENT
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is to shepherd his flock until he

comes again in glory.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join

their glorious song:
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Bless - ed is he who comes in the name of the
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Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks
and praise from all people. You created the
world and all who live in it, and in your
mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you
for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the
nature of a servant and became obedient
to death, even death on a cross. He
rescued us from the terrors of death and
restored eternal life with you.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and
blood, and lead us to remember his

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive
our sins and fill us with the hope of new life
in heaven. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my # body, which
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my € blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

JESUS, LAMB OF GOD
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Be seated

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN 708 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
HYMN 566 Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us

After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing:

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life
everlasting. Go in peace. Your € sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Stand

PRAYER

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;

His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banguet you have given us in
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and # give you peace.

Amen.

Be seated
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CLOSINGHYMN 905 Good News of God Above

El

Thank you to Ali Wiedmann for using her gifts to serve us and our Savior with music this morning!
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CELEBRATING THE

175™ ANNIVERSARY
oF WELS

“Just as the kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed, so also was the very small
beginning of our synod.”

- J. Muehlhaeuser

ASYNOD ISBORN

On Dec. 8, 1849, three
Lutheran pastors, led by
Johannes Muehlhaeuser, met at
Grace Downtown in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, and “recognized the
need of a joint effort to spread
the kingdom of God for the
Lutheran Church in Wisconsin."
Muehlhaeuser recalled, “Just as
the kingdom of heaven is like

a mustard seed, so also was
the very small beginning of our
synod.” The synod adopted its
constitution at its first official
meeting on May 26, 1850, in
Granville, Wisconsin.

Grace Lutheran Church in

downtown Milwaukee was con-
structed in 1851. Incorporated
in 1849, Grace was where three
Lutheran pastors met to discuss
founding a synod that would
eventually be known as WELS.

The very first resolution in the
synod's history, made at the
Dec. 8, 1849, meeting, stated:
“That the synod which is to be founded bear the name 'The First
German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Wisconsin' and that this

specific name and title remain with it forever.” There’s a story in
the details:

¢ The synod was technically not “The First” since two other
German Lutheran synods were already present in Wisconsin.

¢ The synod was “German” because its ministers came from Ger-
many, spoke German, and sought to serve the large population
of German immigrants who had no spiritual shepherds.

¢ The synod was “Evangelical” since it sought to make the
proclamation of the gospel its chief endeavor.

¢ The synod was “Lutheran” because it sought primarily to
serve churchless Lutherans and it followed the teachings of
the Reformer Martin Luther.

¢ The synod was a “Synod” (a Greek word that literally means
“coming together”) because the pastors wanted to work
together to accomplish more gospel ministry.

¢ The synod was “of Wisconsin” because all its leaders served
people in Wisconsin. At that time, most states had Lutheran
synods of their own, so the first generation primarily focused
on one region within their means.

Much has changed since the synod's mustard seed-like
beginnings 175 years ago-including its name. Yet one thing
remains clear: the Word of the Lord endures forever.
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