
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 5, 2023  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home. 

✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today. 

✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  Ask anyone if 
you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help! 

✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard 
time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little 
children come to me!  If your little one is restless, feel free to spend a minute in the 
entryway, you should still be able to hear through speakers. 

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the entryway, we have 
headsets available. 

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil.  They would love to meet you and 
serve you however they can! 
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OUR GREATEST NEED: A GIFT FOR THE WORLD 
When assessing the seriousness of need, one factor is how widespread that need is. A homeless 
individual needs food. During a famine, an entire nation needs food. It is substantially easier to 
meet the needs of the former than the latter! The more widespread a need, the greater the need. 

 When Jesus said, “No one can enter the kingdom of God,” he declared that the need for 
salvation is universal. He rightly condemned humanity as a whole. There is no one on the face 

of the earth who can make the case that they deserve God’s blessing. Yet, ages ago, God 
declared that all nations would be blessed. God has declared his love for the world and 

promised he would save the world. God’s gift of salvation is meant for all people.  

Some interpret this to mean that all people will be saved in the end. This is not true. The gift of 
salvation is meant for the world; however, it is received by faith. “Whoever believes in him…” 
the Gospel says. However, the good news is that faith is also God’s gift, imparted through that 

gospel.



THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

Hymns not printed in this service folder are found in the blue hymnals in each pew.   

Hymn |  877   Reformation Song   Our cantor will sing STANZA 1 - the congregation joins in  
                                                            the rest of the hymn.    

Invocation  
Please stand at the minister’s direction if you are able 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.              Matthew 28:19

Amen.

Confession and Absolution 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
     and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.            1 John 1:8-9

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,  I am sinful by nature 
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and actions.
I have not loved You with my whole heart;  I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with His innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in Him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.

silence for reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore as a called 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22

And also with you.
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading 									 Genesis 12:1-8	
The LORD promised Abram that one of his descendants would be a gift for the world. The LORD also gave Abram 
the gift of faith to believe that promise.  

1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your 
country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you.
2“I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 

3I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.”
4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; 

and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he set out from Harran. 
5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 
possessions they had accumulated and the 
people they had acquired in Harran, and they 

set out for the land of Canaan, and they 
arrived there.

6Abram traveled through the land as far as 
the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. 
At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To 
your offspring I will give this land.” So he 
built an altar there to the LORD, who had 
appeared to him.

8From there he went on toward the hills east 
of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on 
the west and Ai on the east. There he built an 
altar to the LORD and called on the name of 
the LORD.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm of the Day |  Psalm 121      Keep Me As the Apple of Your Eye 

 We SING the refrains and SPEAK the verses in unison.  

   

  

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
    the maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not 
slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slum ber nor sleep.   
Refrain
The LORD watches over you— 
    the LORD is your shade at your right 

hand; 
the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
The LORD will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life; 
the LORD will watch over your coming and 
going both now and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father andto the Son 
    and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. Amen.    
Refrain 

Second Reading    Romans 4:1-5,13-17 

Abraham provides an example of how salvation is not earned but received as a gift through faith. 

1What then shall we say that Abraham, our 
forefather according to the flesh, discovered 
in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was 
justified by works, he had something to 
boast about—but not before God. 3What 
does Scripture say? “Abraham believed 
God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”

4Now to the one who works, wages are not 
credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
5However, to the one who does not work 
but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, 
their faith is credited as righteousness.

13It was not through the law that Abraham 
and his offspring received the promise that 
he would be heir of the world, but through 
the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For 
if those who depend on the law are heirs, 

faith means nothing and the promise is 
worthless, 15because the law brings wrath. 
And where there is no law there is no 
transgression.

16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so 
that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not 
only to those who are of the law but also to 
those who have the faith of Abraham. He is 
the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have 
made you a father of many nations.” He is 
our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed—the God who gives life to the 
dead and calls into being things that were 
not.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!  
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Please stand  

Gospel Acclamation 
   The congregation sings the refrains. The cantor will lead us in this new setting. 

 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.
Refrain

The Holy Gospel       John 3:1-17 

By sharing the gospel of God’s love for the world, Jesus gave the gift of faith to a Pharisee named Nicodemus. 

1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of the 
Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at 
night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher who has come from God. For 
no one could perform the signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.”

3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.”

4“How can someone be born when they 
are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their 
mother’s womb to be born!”

5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth 
to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my 
saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes 
from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.”

9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.
10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, 

“and do you not understand these things? 
11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we 
know, and we testify to what we have seen, 
but still you people do not accept our 
testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly 
things and you do not believe; how then 
will you believe if I speak of heavenly 
things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven—the 
Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, 15that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.”

16For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ! 
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Be seated. 

Hymn of the Day |   570    God Loved the World So That He Gave 

  Sermon       John 3:1-17      He won for us 

Please stand 

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated.

Prayer of the Church 
For the Church, that our Lord gather His people as a hen gathers her chicks and keep them in 
true faith, that He unite His Church by His Word and defend Her from all enemies of the cross of 
Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For our sisters and brothers in Christ, who are persecuted for doing the Lord’s will, and let us 
pray for their persecutors, that God grant our fellow Christians courage, confidence and 
boldness to confess Jesus, trusting Him who has conquered death; and that the God who wants 
all people to be saved, turn all enemies of the Gospel to repentance and faith, let us pray to the 
Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For all who are troubled by addictions, that our Lord would show them mercy, assure them of 
forgiveness, break the bonds that enslave them and by His promises strengthen them to 
overcome their addictions, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 
For those who govern us, that our Father would guide them by His Spirit and fill them with 
wisdom, conviction, care and a clear understanding of what is good and right, and that He 
provide our land with peaceful and judicious citizens, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
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Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Special intercessions may be included here

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 Silent prayer  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience 
to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us 
for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering             
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
 thanks to Him.  
There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.    

To donate online, either scan the QR code on the left or text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to (833) 693-7056. You’ll receive a link in response. Follow the link to the 
Prince of Peace secure giving page. 

THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us 
by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy 
      The cantor will lead us in this new setting of the Sanctus.  Please join as you feel comfortable. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from 
sin.  We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under 
law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to 
you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer	
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Jesus 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God 
      The cantor will lead us in this new setting of the Agnus Dei.  Please join as you feel comfortable.

Be seated 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 
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A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS 
Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we 
love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other congregations 
in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment of anyone’s 
faith, it is simply our desire to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 about who 
should receive Holy Communion and how.    

Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if 
you’re not part of our congregation.  Thank you for your understanding!

Hymn |  878   Christ Alone the World’s Redeemer 

Hymn |  573   Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness 

After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. 
Your T sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Stand 

Prayer 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing                                                                                                                Numbers 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated 

Closing Hymn  |   832   Immovable Our Hope Remains

      The cantor will sing stanzas 1+2.  The congregation is invited to join in stanza 3. 

Thank you to Amy Sehloff and Chris Watanabe for using their gifts to serve us and our Savior with music this 
morning! 
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The Eucharist is the most ordinary and the most divine gesture imaginable. That is the truth of Jesus. So 
human, yet so divine; so familiar, yet so mysterious; so close, yet so revealing. But that is the story of Jesus, 
Who, “being in the form of God did not count equality with God something to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, taking on the form of a slave, becoming as human beings are; and being in every way like a human 
being, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross.” Is the story of God who wants to 
become close to us, so close that we can see him with our own eyes, hear him with our own ears, touch 
him with our own hand; so close that there's nothing between us and Him, nothing that separates, nothing 
that divides, nothing that creates distance.  

Jesus is God-for-us, God-with-us, God-within-us. Jesus is God giving Himself completely, pouring Himself 
out for us without reserve. Jesus does not hold back or cling to His own possessions. He gives all there is to 
give. “Eat, drink, this is My body this is My blood. This is Me for you.”      - Henri Nouwen
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