
 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 10, 2026  ✠  8:00 AND 10:15 AM



WELCOME 
We’re glad you’re here and want you to feel comfortable! 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The service is printed here except for hymns which are found in the blue hymnal in the 
pew. Join in as you’re comfortable. 

FOR FAMILIES 
Children are welcome here! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard time 
sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little children 
come to me! If needed, the entryway has audio so you can still participate. 

NEED HELP? 
Ask anyone—we’re glad to help. 
Pastors Boettcher and Peil would love to meet you - please introduce yourself! 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 
Headsets are available in the entryway. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
If you’re a visitor today, please see our note to you about Holy Communion on page 7. 

OUR OFFERING / CHURCH CENTER 
We’re transitioning to Church Center as our hub for giving and  
communication.Scan the QR code to get started. 
If you previously used Pushpay, please cancel recurring gifts there. 

Thanks for being with us. God bless you through His Word! 

What difference does it make? 
	 HE CALLS ME TO LIVE FOR HIM NOW 

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would be tempted to live only for myself. After all, I 
have to be in good shape before I can be of help to anyone else, right? I think I know 
what’s right for me, and I can identify when other people are standing in the way of my 
self-improvement. If Jesus is dead, I don’t have to worry about what he said or what he 
thinks.  

But he lives, and it makes a difference. He takes care of my basic needs. He promises to 
do more for me than I can imagine. He puts people into my life so I can help them. Now I 
live for him. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

    

HYMN      447    Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed 

PLEASE STAND. 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 	                     Matthew 28:19 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.                    Psalm 32:1-2                                   
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
		       					       Silence for reflection	

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE	 HYMN 606, ST.1+3 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
    his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, 
    his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
    thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 
    has redeemed us by his blood.” 

Alleluia! Not as orphans 
    are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! he is near us; 
    faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received him 
    when the forty days were o’er, 

shall our hearts forget his promise: 
    “I am with you evermore”?	 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       2 Timothy 4:22	  
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for 
what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated. 

FIRST READING                                                                                       	 Acts 17:22-31 

God has determined exactly where and when we would live so that we can repent and believe 
the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Paul then stood up in the meeting of 
the Areopagus and said: “People of 
Athens! I see that in every way you 

are very religious. For as I walked around 
and looked carefully at your objects of 
worship, I even found an altar with this 
inscription: to an unknown god. So you are 
ignorant of the very thing you worship—
and this is what I am going to proclaim to 
you. 
	“The God who made the world and 
everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in temples built by 
human hands. And he is not served by 
human hands, as if he needed anything. 
Rather, he himself gives everyone life and 
breath and everything else. From one man 
he made all the nations, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out 
their appointed times in history and the 
boundaries of their lands. God did this so 

that they would seek him and perhaps 
reach out for him and find him, though he 
is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him 
we live and move and have our being.’ As 
some of your own poets have said, ‘We 
are his offspring.’ 
	“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, 
we should not think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone—an image made 
by human design and skill. In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to 
repent. For he has set a day when he will 
judge the world with justice by the man he 
has appointed. He has given proof of this 
to everyone by raising him from the 
dead.”” 

	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 66      Praise Our God With Shouts of Joy 

1 Praise our God with shouts of joy, 
sing the glory of his name; 
join to lift his praises high, 

through the world his love proclaim. 

2 Come and see what God has done 
by the pow’r of his right hand; 

see the battles he has won 
by his word of swift command. 

3 God has tamed the raging seas, 
carved a highway through the tide, 

paid the cost of our release, 
come himself to be our guide. 

4 God has put us to the test, 
bringing us through flood and fire, 

into freedom, peace and rest, 
for our good is his desire. 

5 He has not despised my prayer 
nor kept back his love from me; 
he has raised me from despair 

to our God all glory be!

SECOND READING                                                                                       	 1 Peter 3:13-22 

St. Peter teaches that baptism saves us through the resurrection of Jesus Christ..  

Who is going to harm you if you 
are eager to do good? But even 
if you should suffer for what is 

right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their 
threats; do not be frightened.” But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
	Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect, keeping a 
clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in 
Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 
For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer 
for doing good than for doing evil. For 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you 
to God. He was put to death in the body 

but made alive in the Spirit. After being 
made alive, he went and made 
proclamation to the imprisoned spirits— to 
those who were disobedient long ago 
when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah while the ark was being built. In it 
only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also—not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the 
pledge of a clear conscience toward God. 
It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at 
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities 
and powers in submission to him. 

	 The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!  

	  
Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    John 14:15,16 
Alleluia. If you love me, keep my commands.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you. 
Alleluia!  

THE HOLY GOSPEL               John 14:15-21

Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to lead us in faith.  

MAY 10, 2026 - PAGE   5



If you love me, keep my commands. And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be 

with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. But you 
know him, for he lives with you and will be 
in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you. Before long, the world will 
not see me anymore, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live. On that 

day you will realize that I am in my Father, 
and you are in me, and I am in you. 
Whoever has my commands and keeps 
them is the one who loves me. The one 
who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I too will love them and show myself 
to them.”. 

	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
	 Praise be to You, O Christ! 

Be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY       577  Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love 

***The pastor will sing the first stanzas to reintroduce this hymn, then the congregation is invited to 
join in stanza 2.  Please note the order: stanzas 1–2, refrain, stanza 3, refrain, Bridge twice*** 

		SERMON       
Please stand 

APOSTLES CREED             
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
        the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for 
all your mercies, especially for the gift of 
your Son, through whom you have 
revealed your gracious will. We praise you 
for the Holy Spirit and his working through 
the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause 
it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that 
by your Word and sacraments faith may 
grow and love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your 
truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their 
baptisms. Enable their parents to train them 
in lives of faith. 
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Raise up Christians to serve you in the 
ministry of the Word and in all godly 
walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. 
Guide and bless all who make, administer, 
and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may 
promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and 
harvest, commerce and industry, medicine 
and science, the arts and culture. Protect all 
who travel, and care for those whose work 
is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to 
any useful task. 

 Special intercessions may be inserted here.  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
	 Silent prayer 
We remember with thanksgiving those who 
have loved and served you, who now rest 
from their labors. Console those who are 
mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at 
last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake 
of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

OFFERING                   
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
thanks to Him.  
There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.   
One time or recurring GIFTS can be given through an account on our app: Church 
Center (QR Code on the left.)  
Or, for a one time gift, text Give + dollar amount (example: Give$5)  to 1 (844) 
791-0302. You’ll receive a link to follow in response. 

A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS  Children and those who are not communicant 
members of our church may come forward for a blessing. Those who do are asked 
to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because 
we love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other 
congregations in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment 
of anyone’s faith, it is simply our desire to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 
about who should receive Holy Communion and how.   Because we believe from these 
words that Jesus’ body and blood is really present in and with the bread and wine, we want 
to be sure that it is received in the manner He has commanded us. 
Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if 
you’re not part of our congregation.  Thank you for your understanding!
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THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 
sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored 
everlasting life.  
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks 
and praise from all people. You created the 
world and all who live in it, and in your 
mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you 
for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
He rescued us from the terrors of death 
and restored eternal life with you. 
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and 
blood, and lead us to remember his 
suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive 

our sins and fill us with the hope of new life 
in heaven.  Amen. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
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Be seated 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

HYMN    	 557	 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 

HYMN   	 670 	 I Come, O Savior, To Your Table 

After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 
everlasting. Go in peace.  Your ✙ sins are forgiven. 
Amen. 

Stand 

PRAYER 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
His mercy endures forever.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          Psalm 118:1 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.	 	 	 	 	 1 Corinthians 11:26 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love.  By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING	                                                                                                           Numbers 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen.

Be seated

CLOSING HYMN     449   This Joyful Eastertide 

 

Thank you to Amy Sehloff for using her gifts to serve us and our Savior with music this morning!  

A Prayer about Mothers 
Our Father in heaven, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
receives its name, 
you describe your tender comfort 
as being like a mother’s comfort. 
We give thanks for mothers, 
who comfort, 
who teach, 
who nurture, 
who feed, 
who love. 
Continue to give them patience and strength. 
Receive the cares they cast on you. 
We pray for children; 
open their eyes 
to their mothers’ open arms, 
to their mothers’ love, 
to their mothers’ sacrifices 
of time and effort. 
We pray for those who weep 
when they think of their mothers, 
and mothers who weep 
when they think of their children. 
With your love 
heal broken hearts, 
and guide us with your love 
to remove the walls we often build 
between ourselves 

and those who should be closest. 
Fill the void of loss 
with friends, family, 
and with your own assurance 
of your tender care; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

	 	 © 2017 Paul C. Stratman 
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! 
Dear mothers, You are redeemed by Jesus and 
called to mother his children and that means 
that you are enough and you are amazing and 
He sees you loving His little ones…so I share the 
note below, which was written from one mother 
to another, in thanksgiving to God for your 
selfless love and for encouragement to you in 
your daily battles. 

To the mom hiding in her bathroom, 
needing peace for just one minute, as 
the tears roll down her cheeks... 
To the mom who is so tired she feels like 
she can't function anymore and would 
do anything to lay down and get the rest 
she needs... 
To the mom sitting in her car, alone, 
stuffing food in her face because she 
doesn’t want anyone else to see or know 
she eats that stuff… 
To the mom crying on the couch after 
she yelled at her kids for something little 
and is now feeling guilty and like she is 
unworthy… 
To the mom that is trying desperately to 
put those old jeans on because all she 
really wants is to look in the mirror and 
feel good about herself… 
To the mom that doesn’t want to leave 
the house because life is just too much to 
handle right now… 
To the mom that is calling out for pizza 
again because dinner just didn’t happen 
the way she wanted it to… 
To the mom that feels alone, whether in a 
room by herself or standing in a crowd... 
You are enough. 
You are important. 
You are worthy. 
This is a phase of life for us. This is a 
really really hard, challenging, crazy 
phase of life. 

In the end it will all be worth it. But for 
now it’s hard. And it's hard for so many of 
us in many different ways. We don't 
always talk about it, but it's hard and it's 
not just you. 
You are enough. 
You are doing your best. 
Those little eyes that look up at you -- 
they think you are perfect. They think you 
are more than enough. 
Those little hands that reach out to hold 
you -- they think you are the strongest. 
They think you can conquer the world. 
Those little mouths eating the food you 
gave them -- they think that you are the 
best because their bellies are full. 
Those little hearts that reach out to touch 
yours -- they don’t want anything more. 
They just want you. 
Because you are enough. You are more 
than enough, mama. 
You. Are. Amazing. 
	 	 	 	        	        	 	
	 	 -BETHANY JACOBS AT ABCNEWS.GO.COM 
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