
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 1, 2025  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM

exact. y 
w at 1 nee� 



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to 
feel at home. 
✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in 

today. 
✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in 

as you’re comfortable.  Ask anyone if you’re lost - 
they’ll be glad to help! 

✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and 
Jesus knows that little kids have a hard time sitting 
quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  
Jesus said: Let the little children come to me!  If 
your little one is restless, feel free to spend a 
minute in the entryway, you should still be able to 
hear through speakers. 

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please 
ask the usher in the entryway, we have headsets 
available. 

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Boettcher or 
Pastor Peil.  They would love to meet you and serve 
you however they can! 

OUR OFFERING APP/ELECTRONIC GIVING IS CHANGING! 
Please note that we are rolling out a new app that will  
be a home for much of the communication and  
scheduling and giving we do here at PoP. 

Here’s a QR code that takes you to our church center app: 
Please get the app and look around!  It’s easy to sign up  
and this will also be our new church directory. 

If you currently have a recurring gift set up through Pushpay (our former system), you 
will need to cancel recurring gifts there.  You can find your Pushpay account at  
pushpay.com/g/popslc 

Sharing of the Peace 
Sharing of Peace is an ancient Christian custom, originally referred to as the “Kiss of Peace.”  Paul 
wrote to the Romans and the Corinthians and the Thessalonians: “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” 
(Rom 16:16,1 Cor 16:20, 2 Cor 13:12, 1 Thess 5:26).  There are constant references in the following 
centuries to Christians sharing a holy kiss during worship, either after the Lord’s Prayer or just before 
communing together as a sign of unity in the presence of Jesus, as Ephesians 4:3 calls us to: “Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  Eventually the kiss became a 
handshake with the words, “peace be with you” in most of the Western Christian churches.  We’ll 
follow this lovely ancient custom and say, “peace be with you” to those seated around us and perhaps 
offer a handshake during Lent as a symbol of our reconciliation to each other in the peace of Jesus 
and as an expression of our love for one another. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

    
HYMN    868   By Faith 

PLEASE STAND. 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 	                     Matthew 28:19 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.									                                                             1 John 1:8-9  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
		       					       Silence for reflection	

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

PSALM VERSE 	 	Psalm 121 

The Lord watches over you, the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       2 Timothy 4:22	  
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Be seated. 
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FIRST READING                                                                                                     Genesis 12:1-8 
The Lord gave Abram the gift of faith to believe the promise that one of his descendants would be a gift 
for the whole world. 

T he Lord had said to Abram, “Go from 
your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will 

show you. 
“I will make you into a great nation, 
	 and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
	 and you will be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
	 and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
	 will be blessed through you.” 
	 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; 
and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he set out from Harran. 
He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all 
the possessions they had accumulated and 

the people they had acquired in Harran, and 
they set out for the land of Canaan, and 
they arrived there. 
	 Abram traveled through the land as far as 
the site of the great tree of Moreh at 
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were 
in the land. The Lord appeared to Abram 
and said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord, 
who had appeared to him. 
	 From there he went on toward the hills 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 
There he built an altar to the Lord and 
called on the name of the Lord. 

	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 121     I Lift Up My Eyes to the Mountains 

	 The refrains are sung together; the ensemble sings the verses. 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot slip— 
he who watches over you will not slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over Israel 
will neither slumber nor sleep. 

Refrain 

The Lord watches over you— 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
The Lord will keep you from all harm— 
he will watch over your life; 
the Lord will watch over your coming and 
going both now and forevermore. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND READING                  	 Romans 4:1-5,13-17 

Abraham is an example of how salvation is received as a gift through faith. 

What then shall we say that 
Abraham, our forefather 
according to the flesh, 

discovered in this matter? If, in fact, 
Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before 
God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him 
as righteousness.” 
	Now to the one who works, wages are 
not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
However, to the one who does not work 
but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, 
their faith is credited as righteousness. […] 
	It was not through the law that Abraham 
and his offspring received the promise that 
he would be heir of the world, but through 
the righteousness that comes by faith. For 

if those who depend on the law are heirs, 
faith means nothing and the promise is 
worthless, because the law brings wrath. 
And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
	Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so 
that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not 
only to those who are of the law but also 
to those who have the faith of Abraham. 
He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I 
have made you a father of many nations.” 
He is our father in the sight of God, in 
whom he believed—the God who gives life 
to the dead and calls into being things that 
were not. 

	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 Thanks be to God!  

GLORY BE TO JESUS  Sung by our Junior Choir. 

Glory be to Jesus, 
    who in bitter pains 

poured for me the lifeblood 
    from his sacred veins. 

Grace and life eternal 
    in that blood I find; 

blest be his compassion, 
    infinitely kind. 

Blest through endless ages 
    be the precious stream 

which from endless torment 
    did the world redeem. 

Abel’s blood for vengeance 
    pleaded to the skies, 
but the blood of Jesus 
    for our pardon cries. 

Oft as earth exulting 
    lifts its praise on high, 

angel hosts rejoicing 
    make their glad reply. 

Lift we, then, our voices, 
    swell the mighty flood; 

louder still and louder 
    praise the precious blood! 

Please stand 

THE HOLY GOSPEL       John 3:1-17 
By sharing the good news of God’s love for the world, Jesus gave the gift of faith. 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man 
named Nicodemus who was a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. 

He came to Jesus at night and said, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God. For no one could 

perform the signs you are doing if God 
were not with him.” 
	 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God unless they 
are born again.” 
	 “How can someone be born when they 
are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
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cannot enter a second time into their 
mother’s womb to be born!” 
	 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit. You should not be surprised 
at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 
The wind blows wherever it pleases. You 
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 
comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
	 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
	 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, 
“and do you not understand these things? 
Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we 
know, and we testify to what we have 
seen, but still you people do not accept 

our testimony. I have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you do not believe; how 
then will you believe if I speak of heavenly 
things? No one has ever gone into heaven 
except the one who came from heaven—
the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up the 
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.” 
	 For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him.  

	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
	 Praise be to You, O Christ! 

Be seated 
HYMN OF THE DAY     832     Immovable Our Hope Remains 

The soloist will sing stanza 1.  The congregation is invited to join as comfortable in the stanzas 2-4. 

		SERMON      JOHN 3:1-17    See God at Work? 
Please stand 

NICENE CREED             
We believe in one God, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Romans 10:10; Dt 6:4 

the Father, the Almighty, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Matthew 6:9; Ex 6:3  

maker of heaven and earth,	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Genesis 1:1; John 1:1 

of all that is, seen and unseen.	 	 	 	 	 	 Colossians 1:16 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 	 	 	 	 	 Romans 10:9 
the only Son of God, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Matthew 16:16 
eternally begotten of the Father, 	 	 	 	 	 	 John 3:16 

God from God, Light from Light, 	      	 	 	 	 	 John 1:1,8:12,17:22 
true God from true God, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Colossians 2:9 
begotten, not made, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 John 1:2 
of one being with the Father.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 John 10:30 
Through him all things were made.	 	 	 	 	 	 Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3 

For us and for our salvation, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 1 Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23  
he came down from heaven, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 John 6:41; Luke 15:20 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 	 	 	 Luke 1:34-35 

and became truly human.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 John 1:14 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.	 	 	 Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16-18 

He suffered death and was buried.	 	 	 	 	       	 Jn 19:1-3; Lk 23:53 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.      	 1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6 
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He ascended into heaven 	 	 	 	 	 	     	 Acts 1:9 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.	 	 	 	 Acts 7:55 
He will come again in glory 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Matthew 26:64 
to judge the living and the dead,	 	 	 	 	 	 Acts 10:42; My 3:12 
and his kingdom will have no end.	 	 	 	 	 	 2 Peter 1:11 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 		 	 	 	 	 	 Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38 

the Lord, the giver of life,	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Genesis 1:2; John 3:6 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,	 	 	 	 John 15:26 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 	 Mt 3:16-17  

who has spoken through the prophets.	 	 	 	 	 Ez 11:5; 2 Pt 1:20-21 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 	 	 	 1 Peter 2:5; Eph 2:19-22 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.	 	 Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38 

We look for the resurrection of the dead 	 	 	 	 	 1 Co 15:35-49; 1 Thes 4 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. Psalm 106:48

Be seated 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

For the Church, that our Lord gather His 
people as a hen gathers her chicks and 
keep them in true faith, that He unite His 
Church by His Word and defend Her from 
all enemies of the cross of Christ, let us 
pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy.  

For our sisters and brothers in Christ who 
are persecuted for doing the Lord’s will, 
and let us pray for their persecutors, that 
God grant our fellow Christians courage, 
confidence and boldness to confess Jesus, 
trusting Him who has conquered death; 
and that the God who wants all people to 
be saved, turn all enemies of the Gospel to 
repentance and faith, let us pray to the 
Lord:  Lord, have mercy.  
For our own lives of faith, that God grant 
us faith that responds to threats with the 
firm conviction that we will obey the Lord 

no matter what the consequences, let us 
pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  
For all who are troubled by addictions, that 
our Lord would show them mercy, assure 
them of forgiveness, break the bonds that 
enslave them and by His promises 
strengthen them to overcome their 
addictions, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy.  

For those who govern us, that our Father 
would guide them by His Spirit and fill 
them with wisdom, conviction, care and a 
clear understanding of what is good and 
right, and that He provide our land with 
peaceful and judicious citizens, let us pray 
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  
We pray for… 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

OFFERING             

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
thanks to Him.  

There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.   

One time or recurring GIFTS can be given through an account on our app: Church 
Center (QR Code on the left.)  

Or, for a one time gift, text Give + dollar amount (example: Give$5)  to 1 (844) 
791-0302. You’ll receive a link to follow in response. 
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A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS  Children and those who are not communicant 
members of our church may come forward for a blessing. Those who do are asked 
to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because 
we love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other 
congregations in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment 
of anyone’s faith, it is simply our desire to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 
about who should receive Holy Communion and how.   Because we believe from these 
words that Jesus’ body and blood is really present in and with the bread and wine, we want  
to be sure that it is received in the manner He has commanded us. 
Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if 
you’re not part of our congregation.  Thank you for your understanding! 

THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame 
us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome..  
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Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. 
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your 
only Son, that all who believe in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life.  We give 
thanks to you for the salvation you have 
prepared for us through the all-sufficient 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  Send now your 
Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may 
receive our Lord with repentant joy as he 
comes to us in his holy supper. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

SHARING THE PEACE OF OUR LORD JESUS   
 (for more information on this practice we observe this Lent, see the inside cover of this bulletin) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and promised us the power to 	
forgive and love each other.  Extend to each other the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ as a 
sign of forgiveness and unity.  “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God.” (1 John 4:7)

The congregation extends the peace of Christ by turning to each other, shaking hands, and 
saying: 
	 Peace be with you.   

LAMB OF GOD 
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Be seated 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

HYMN   	 570    God Loved the World So That He Gave 

HYMN   	 519    There Is A Redeemer 

After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 
everlasting. Your ✙ sins are forgiven. 
Amen. 

Stand 

PRAYER 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
His mercy endures forever.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          Psalm 118:1 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.	 	 	 	 	 1 Corinthians 11:26 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love.  By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BLESSING	                                                                                                           Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen.

Be seated

CLOSING HYMN     930  STANZAS 1+2  Go, My Children, With My Blessing    

 

Thank you to Amy Sehloff, Zach Brandt, Chandra Lange, ensemble members, and 3rd-4th grade Junior Choir for 
using their gifts to serve us and our Savior with music this morning!

FEBRUARY 22, 2026 - PAGE   12


