
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

MARCH 12, 2023  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home. 

✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today. 

✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  Ask anyone if 
you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help! 

✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard 
time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little 
children come to me!  If your little one is restless, feel free to spend a minute in the 
entryway, you should still be able to hear through speakers. 

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the entryway, we have 
headsets available. 

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil.  They would love to meet you and 
serve you however they can! 

MARCH 12, 2023 - PAGE   2

OUR GREATEST NEED: WATER FOR THE THIRSTY 
A person can survive between one and two months without food. But a person can survive only 
two to three days without water. Water is one of our greatest needs. Research shows that even 
slight dehydration will adversely affect your mood, memory, and motor coordination. Become 

seriously dehydrated, and life ends quickly. This helps us understand what Scripture means when 
it says things like, “My soul thirsts for God” (Psalm 42:2). If one is separated from God, he is 
adversely affected. If he remains separated from God, he will die an agonizing eternal death. 

 Not all admit it; yet it remains true for all. Everyone has a deep spiritual thirst. In our heart of 
hearts, we all long for everlasting life. Unbelievers try to satisfy that deep thirst with worldly 

things, a strategy doomed for failure. Believers look to the One who has promised, “Whoever 
drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” Jesus meets our greatest needs. He alone possesses 

the water that satisfies those who are spiritually parched. He alone grants eternal life.



THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

Hymns not printed in this service folder are found in the blue hymnals in each pew.   

Hymn |  394   Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain      

Invocation  
Please stand at the minister’s direction if you are able 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.              Matthew 28:19

Amen.

Confession and Absolution 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
     and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.            1 John 1:8-9

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,  I am sinful by nature 
and have sinned against You in my thoughts, words and actions.
I have not loved You with my whole heart;  I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve Your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with His innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in Him, I pray: God have mercy on me, a sinner.

silence for reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave His life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore as a called 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy 
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22

And also with you.
Let us pray.  
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 
your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold 
fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever..
Amen.

Be seated. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

First Reading 									 Exodus 17:1-7	
The children of Israel wanted to stone Moses because they were thirsty. So God, in his grace, gave this 
underserving people water from a stone.  

1The whole Israelite community set out from 
the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place 
as the LORD commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the 
people to drink. 2So they quarreled with 
Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with 

me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”
3But the people were thirsty for water there, 

and they grumbled against Moses. They said, 
“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to 
make us and our children and livestock die of 
thirst?”

4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What 
am I to do with these people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.”

5The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front 
of the people. Take with you some of the 
elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff 
with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will 
stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. 
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it 
for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in 
the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called 
the place Massah and Meribah because the 
Israelites quarreled and because they tested 
the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or 
not?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 532     As the Deer Runs to the River  Our cantor will sing STANZA 1 - the congregation 
 joins in the rest of the hymn 

Second Reading    Romans 5:1-8 

We were like people dying of thirst who were powerless to help themselves. But God’s love has been poured out 
into our hearts like living water 

1Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through 
whom we have gained access by faith into 
this grace in which we now stand. And we 
boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not 
only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. 5And hope does not put us 
to shame, because God’s love has been 

poured out into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

6You see, at just the right time, when we 
were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die. 8But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!  

Please stand  

Gospel Acclamation 
   The congregation sings the refrains.  

 

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst.”
Refrain

The Holy Gospel       John 4:5-26 

Jesus calls a Samaritan woman to faith, providing living water for her thirsty soul. 

5So he came to a town in Samaria called 
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was 

there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the 
journey, sat down by the well. It was about 
noon.
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7When a Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 
drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food.)

9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You 
are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. 
How can you ask me for a drink?” (For 
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift 
of God and who it is that asks you for a 
drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water.”

11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have 
nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? 12Are 
you greater than our father Jacob, who gave 
us the well and drank from it himself, as 
did also his sons and his livestock?”

13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks 
this water will be thirsty again, 14but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them 
will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.”

15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 
have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16He told her, “Go, call your husband and 
come back.”

17“I have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you 
say you have no husband. 18The fact is, you 
have had five husbands, and the man you 
now have is not your husband. What you 
have just said is quite true.”

19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you 
are a prophet. 20Our ancestors worshiped 
on this mountain, but you Jews claim that 
the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.”

21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a 
time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans worship what 
you do not know; we worship what we do 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a 
time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in 
the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind 
of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in 
the Spirit and in truth.”

25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” 
(called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, 
he will explain everything to us.”

26Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking 
to you—I am he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ!

Be seated. 

Hymn of the Day |   703    I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

  Sermon      
Please stand 

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, Romans 10:10; Dt 6:4
the Father, the Almighty, Matthew 6:9; Ex 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth, Genesis 1:1; John 1:1
of all that is, seen and unseen. Colossians 1:16

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, Romans 10:9

the only Son of God, Matthew 16:16

eternally begotten of the Father, John 3:16
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God from God, Light from Light,      John 1:1,8:12,17:22

true God from true God, Colossians 2:9

begotten, not made, John 1:2
of one being with the Father. John 10:30

Through him all things were made. Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3

For us and for our salvation, 1 Tim 2:4; Rom 3:23 
he came down from heaven, John 6:41; Luke 15:20
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, Luke 1:34-35

and became truly human. John 1:14
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. Mk 15:25; Jn 19:16-18
He suffered death and was buried.  Jn 19:1-3; Lk 23:53

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.      1 Cor 15:4; Lk 24:6
He ascended into heaven        Acts 1:9
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. Acts 7:55

He will come again in glory Matthew 26:64

to judge the living and the dead, Acts 10:42; My 3:12

and his kingdom will have no end. 2 Peter 1:11

We believe in the Holy Spirit, Jn 14:26; Acts 2:38
the Lord, the giver of life, Genesis 1:2; John 3:6
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, John 15:26

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Mt 3:16-17;Lk 2:14
who has spoken through the prophets. Ez 11:5; 2 Pt 1:20-21

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 1 Peter 2:5; Eph 2:19-22
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Ephesians 4:5; Acts 2:38
We look for the resurrection of the dead 1 Co 15:35-49; 1 Thes 4

and the life of the world to come. Amen. Psalm 106:48

Be seated.

Prayer of the Church 
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and 
our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at 
your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.   
Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting 
joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.   
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Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 
afflicted by disease or facing death. [Special intercessions may be included here] Pour out your 
compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 Silent prayer 

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience 
to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us 
for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering             
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
 thanks to Him.  
There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.    

To donate online, either scan the QR code on the left or text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to (833) 693-7056. You’ll receive a link in response. Follow the link to the 
Prince of Peace secure giving page. 

THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us 
by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy 
      

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from 
sin.  We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under 
law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to 
you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer	
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Jesus 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God 
      The cantor will lead us in this new setting of the Agnus Dei.  Please join as you feel comfortable.

Be seated 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 
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A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS 
Children and those who are not communicant members of our church may come forward 
for a blessing. Those who do are asked to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because we 
love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other congregations 
in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment of anyone’s 
faith, it is simply our desire to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 about who 
should receive Holy Communion and how.    

Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if 
you’re not part of our congregation.  Thank you for your understanding!

Hymn |  517  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

Hymn |  526  What Wondrous Love Is This 

After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life everlasting. 
Your T sins are forgiven.
Amen.

Stand 

Prayer 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
His mercy endures forever. Psalm 118:1

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing                                                                                                                Numbers 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated 

Closing Hymn  |   591   O Holy Spirit, Grant Us Grace

     

Thank you to Greta Boettcher and Zach Brandt for using their gifts to serve us and our Savior with music this 
morning! 
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When did you become a Hallmark card hippie? Joy, love, peace. Puke! Where's the rage, anger, 
hatred? Reading these lately is like listening to an old preacher drone on and on at Sunday mass. 

ERMINE, GRAND MARAIS, USA 

Dear Ermine,

Things changed after my first son died. I changed. For better or for worse, 
the rage you speak of lost its allure and, yes, perhaps I became a Hallmark 
card hippie. Hatred stopped being interesting. Those feelings were like old 
dead skins that I shed. They were their own kind of puke. Sitting around in 
my own mess, pissed off at the world, disdainful of the people in it, and 
thinking my contempt for things somehow amounted to something, had some kind 
of nobility, hating this thing here, and that thing there, and that other 
thing over there, and making sure that everybody around me knew it, not just 
knew, but felt it too, contemptuous of beauty, contemptuous of joy, 
contemptuous of happiness in others, well, this whole attitude just felt, I 
don’t know, in the end, sort of dumb.

When my son died, I was faced with an actual devastation, and with no real 
effort of my own that posture of disgust toward the world began to wobble and 
collapse underneath me. I started to understand the precarious and vulnerable 
position of the world. I started to fret for it. Worry about it. I felt a 
sudden, urgent need to, at the very least, extend a hand in some way to 
assist it – this terrible, beautiful world – instead of merely vilifying it, 
and sitting in judgement of it.

Perhaps, Ermine, you are right, and I did, for good or ill, turn from a 
living ****-post into a walking Hallmark card. But, well, here we are, you 
and me, sending smoke signals to each other across a yawning ideological 
divide. Hello Ermine, I drone, hello.

Love, Nick

- THE RED HAND FILES, a “q and a” website by  musician Nick Cave
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