
 

THE FESTIVAL OF ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2022  ✠  8:00 AM AND 10:15 AM



A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS! 
We’re thrilled that you are here and we want you to feel at home. 

✴ Restrooms are near the door that you came in today. 

✴ The service is printed in this worship folder.  Join in as your comfortable.  Ask anyone if 
you’re lost - they’ll be glad to help! 

✴ We’re glad you brought your kids! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard 
time sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little 
children come to me!  If your little one is restless, feel free to spend a minute in the 
entryway, you should still be able to hear through speakers. 

✴ If you could use some hearing assistance, please ask the usher in the entryway, we have 
headsets available. 

Please introduce yourself to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil.  They would love to meet you and 
serve you however they can! 
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THE “BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN”   

Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:10 are the basis for the custom that we follow this morning of blessing 
the children among us:  “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones.  For I tell you 
that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.”   

In Mark 8:10 we read: “He [Jesus] took the children in His arms, put His hands on them and 
blessed them.”  It fills us with awe to see how important children are to our Lord. If He assigns His 
holy, powerful princes of heaven to look after them – as if they have nothing better to do – then 
shouldn’t we be all the more serious about our responsibilities toward our children? 

WHAT DOES THE BLESSING ACTUALLY GIVE?   

Like anything spoken from God’s Word, the blessing gives exactly what the words say to those who 
believe them.  Today the pastors speaks the same blessing that is spoken over us at Holy Baptism. 

HOW DO THE CHILDREN COME FORWARD FOR THE BLESSING?   

After the Lord’s Prayer, all those who wish to may come forward.  Parents, Grandparents, Godparents, 
etc, may bring children of any age forward.   

Please form a line in the same way that we do when we’re coming forward for Holy Communion.  A 
pastor is available on either side to bless.   
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PRAISING GOD FOR THE HOLY ANGELS AMONG US 
The Festival of St. Michael and All Angels has been a minor festival of the Lutheran Church since 
the time of the Lutheran Reformation and has been observed in the Christian Church since the 
1300’s.  The actual date is September 29th.   

This festival leads us to give thanks to God for the victory of heaven’s armies against the forces of 
Satan and for the protection His holy angels provide us:  “He will command His angels 
concerning you to guard you in all your ways.”  (Ps 91) 

As with all minor festivals within the Lutheran Church, the focus of the celebration and worship 
is not on the saint, but is an opportunity again to give glory and thanksgiving to God for the 
saints and what the Lord has done through them. 

TIME MAGAZINE (SEPT. 18, 2008) REPORTED THAT NOT ONLY 
DO MOST AMERICANS BELIEVE IN ANGELS, BUT 55 PERCENT 

OF AMERICANS BELIEVE THEY HAVE PERSONALLY BEEN HELPED 
OR SAVED BY A GUARDIAN ANGEL.



THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

Stand 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Dialogue of Praise 

Praise the LORD from the heavens
Praise him in the heights above.
Praise him all his angels,
Praise him all his heavenly hosts.
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
For he commanded and they were created.
He set them in place forever and ever;
He gave a decree that will never pass away.            (verses of Psalm 148)

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and 
ten thousand time ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders. In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the lamb, who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”   (Rev 5:11-12)

The congregation sings: 

1. Lord God, to You we all give praise;
To You our joyful hymns we raise
That angel hosts You did create
Around Your glorious throne to wait.

2. Some wait around him, ready still
To sing his praise and do his will,
And some, when he commands them, go
To guard his servants here below. 

3. Lord give your angels ev’ry day
Command to guide us on our way,
And bid them ev’ry evening keep

Their watch around us while we sleep
 

I sought the LORD and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. Those who look to 
him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame. The angel of the LORD encamps 
around those who fear him, and he delivers them.                                                            (Psalm 34:4-7) 

The congregation sings: 

1. But watchful is the angel band
That follows Christ on ev'ry hand
To guard his people where they go
And break the counsel of the foe.

2. O Lord, awaken songs of praise
For angel hosts that guard our days;
Teach us to serve you and adore
As angels do forevermore. 

If you make the most high your dwelling – even the LORD, who is my refuge – then no harm 
will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent. For he will command his angels concerning 
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you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone.    (Psalm 91:9-12) 

The congregation sings: 

1. Lord give your angels ev’ry day
Command to guide us on our way,
And bid them ev’ry evening keep
Their watch around us while we sleep

2. Then shall no wicked thing draw near
To do us harm or cause us fear,
And we shall live, when life is past,
With angels round your throne at last.  

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.       2 Timothy 4:22

And also with you.
Let us pray.  
Everlasting God, You have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of 
angels and mortals. Mercifully grant that, as Your holy angels always serve and worship You in 
heaven, so by Your direction they may help and defend us here on earth; through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated. 

First	Reading			 2 Kings 6:8-17	

Now the king of Aram was at war with 
Israel. After conferring with his officers, he 
said, “I will set up my camp in such and 
such a place.”
The man of God sent word to the king of 
Israel: “Beware of passing that place, 
because the Arameans are going down 
there.” So the king of Israel checked on the 
place indicated by the man of God. Time 
and again Elisha warned the king, so that 
he was on his guard in such places.
This enraged the king of Aram. He 
summoned his officers and demanded of 
them, “Tell me! Which of us is on the side of 
the king of Israel?”
“None of us, my lord the king,” said one of 
his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is 
in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very 
words you speak in your bedroom.”

“Go, find out where he is,” the king 
ordered, “so I can send men and capture 
him.” The report came back: “He is in 
Dothan.” Then he sent horses and chariots 
and a strong force there. They went by 
night and surrounded the city.
When the servant of the man of God got up 
and went out early the next morning, an 
army with horses and chariots had 
surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What 
shall we do?” the servant asked.
“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. 
“Those who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.”
And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, 
so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened 
the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw 
the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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On Eagles Wings |  Hymn 821    This hymn is based on Psalm 91. 

The hymn is familiar to many of us from our previous hymnal.  However, in the version in our new 
hymnals there are slight variations in the melody.  You’ll notice a few note changes. 

Please note the order for singing: 1st stanza, refrain, 2nd stanza, refrain, 3rd stanza, final refrain.  

Second Reading Revelation 12:7-12 

Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon, and 
the dragon and his angels fought back. But 
he was not strong enough, and they lost 
their place in heaven. The great dragon was 
hurled down—that ancient serpent called 
the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole 
world astray. He was hurled to the earth, 
and his angels with him.
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:
“Now have come the salvation and the 
power 
and the kingdom of our God, 
and the authority of his Messiah. 

For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, 

who accuses them before our God day and  
night, has been hurled down. 
They triumphed over him 
by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony; 

they did not love their lives so much 
as to shrink from death. 

Therefore rejoice, you heavens 
and you who dwell in them! 

But woe to the earth and the sea, 
because the devil has gone down to you! 

He is filled with fury, 
because he knows that his time is short.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Please stand 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1-10 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and 
asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?”
He called a little child to him, and placed 
the child among them. And he said: “Truly I 
tell you, unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever 
takes the lowly position of this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  And 
whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me.
“If anyone causes one of these little ones—
those who believe in me—to stumble, it 
would be better for them to have a large 
millstone hung around their neck and to be 
drowned in the depths of the sea. Woe to 
the world because of the things that cause 
people to stumble! Such things must come, 

but woe to the person through whom they 
come!  If your hand or your foot causes you 
to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to enter life maimed or 
crippled than to have two hands or two feet 
and be thrown into eternal fire. And if your 
eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter 
life with one eye than to have two eyes and 
be thrown into the fire of hell.
“See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones. For I tell you that their angels in 
heaven always see the face of my Father in 
heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ! 
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Be seated. 

Holy Baptism (10:15 service) | Tahan Dennis and Illana Dennis 

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary,
        suffered under Pontius Pilate,
        was crucified, died, and was buried.
    He descended into hell.
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the holy Christian Church,
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins,
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day |  621               Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

Sermon              Concerned about the kids? 

Prayer of the Church 

We come to You, Holy Father, with praise 
and thanksgiving, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Through Him we beg You to accept 
and bless the prayers and gifts we bring. Do 
not consider what we truly deserve, but 
grant us Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Remember, Lord, Your holy Church. May 
Your holy angels watch over her and guard 
her. Grant her peace and unity throughout 
the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Remember, Lord, our Synod President 
Mark, our District President Phil, all pastors 
and teachers and servants of the Church. 
Grant them to hold and teach the faith that 

comes to us from the holy apostles. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

Remember, Lord, our president, our public 
servants and all in our armed forces. Guide, 
bless, protect and uphold them in honor. 
Bring all nations into the ways of peace and 
justice. In Your kindness and love, grant us 
seasonable weather and an abundance of 
the fruits of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Remember, Lord, all who suffer for Your 
name, all who are in prison, the hungry and 
ill-clad, the poor and the lonely, those who 
travel and all who cry out to You in their 
time of need, especially all who have asked 
for our prayers. Grant that Your holy angel 
may be with them always that the evil foe 
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may have no power over them. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Remember, Lord, all who are gathered here 
before You, our living and true God. We 
pray for our well-being and redemption. 
Grant us always the company of Your holy 
angels. Order our days in Your peace, 
deliver us from the danger of eternal death 
and number us among Your chosen flock. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer.
Holy Father, in communion with the whole 
Church we give You thanks for Your saints, 
in whom You have given us a mirror of 
Your mercy and grace. Give us grace to 

walk before You with faith like theirs, and 
grant us a share in their blessed fellowship 
with all the holy angels. Lord, in Your 
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Special intercessions may be included here.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Offering            Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
 thanks to Him.  
There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give a gift in that 
way.    

To donate online, either scan the QR code on the left or text princeofpeace (no 
spaces) to (833) 693-7056. You’ll receive a link in response. Follow the link to the 
Prince of Peace secure giving page. 

Reception of New Members (10:15 service)  | Doug and JoElla Frederisy 

Blessing of the Children  

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said, “See that you do not look down on one of these little 
ones.  For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.” 
(Matthew 18:10). Mindful of our Father’s care for the young, we offer prayer on behalf of the 
youngest members of our congregation on St. Michael and All Angel’s Day.  

Father in heaven, bless parents, grandparents and godparents, that they may cherish the children 
entrusted to them.  Make them wise and understanding, enable their children to grow in grace 
and the knowledge of You, and surround their families with the light of Your truth and the 
warmth of Your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Parents, grandparents and sponsors are now invited to bring their children forward for the blessing. 

The pastor will bless each child saying… 

The Triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – has forgiven all your sins. May God strengthen 
you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you.

During the blessing of the children the congregation sings the hymn printed on next page 
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Prayers and Blessing 
Stand 

Almighty God, look with favor upon these children; grant that, being nourished with all 
goodness, they may grow in faith and life until they come to the blessed goal of heaven through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 
this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from sin and all evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You. Into Your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me, so that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.

                                                                                                               
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.                                               Numbers 6:24-26

Amen.

Closing Hymn  |  502    Children of the Heavenly Father 

We thank Suzanne Bawden for adorning our worship this morning with music to our Savior’s glory. 
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WE CHRISTIANS SHOULD HAVE THE SURE KNOWLEDGE THAT THE PRINCES OF HEAVEN ARE 
WITH US, [AND] NOT ONLY ONE OR TWO, BUT A LARGE NUMBER OF THEM AS LUKE RECORDS 
(2.13) THAT A MULTITUDE OF HEAVENLY HOST WAS WITH THE SHEPHERDS. AND IF WE WERE 
WITHOUT THIS CUSTODY, AND GOD DID NOT IN THIS WAY CHECK THE FURY OF SATAN, WE 

COULD NOT LIVE FOR ONE MOMENT. THE GOOD ANGELS ARE BUSY WITH THE TASK OF 
KEEPING THIS CRUEL ENEMY FROM HARMING US.   MARTIN LUTHER



In order to understand St. Michael’s significance more fully, it is helpful to consider those angels who fell 
away from the Lord’s grace. The Scriptures do not tell us precisely when the Lord God created the holy 
angels. It is crucial for us to recognize that angels are created beings who did not exist before the 
creation of all things. They are not divine. 

Scripture tells us that there are myriads of myriads of angels (Rev. 5:11). For all intents and purposes,  
myriad (10,000) was the largest number most people conceived of in Greek thought. In other words, 
from the perspective of the New Testament person, the number of angels is uncountable. 

Among the angels who were created to serve the Lord God day and night, a portion of them rebelled 
against the Lord and were cast out of heaven. Rev. 12:9 and Is. 14:12–15 describe the “ancient serpent, 
who is called the devil and Satan” and his angels as cast down from heaven. These fallen angels work 
against every work of the Lord, seeking to destroy His special creation: human beings. 

The devil, the leader of the fallen angels, is called Satan, which means “the accuser.” Satan accuses, 
slanders and maligns the Lord’s holy people throughout the Scriptures (e.g., Adam and Eve, Job). In 
Genesis 3, he accuses and slanders the Word of God by saying to Eve, “Did God really say?” Satan not 
only accuses and builds a case against the Lord’s people, but he tempts and entraps them into guilt and 
sin. It is almost like the leader of a criminal ring turning “state’s evidence” to accuse all his accomplices 
in evil. Considering the weakness of our sinful flesh and our inability to avoid sin, Satan serving as chief 
tempter and accuser is more than we can bear or resist. 

What was St. Michael’s role? 
St. Michael and All Angels commemorates the great battle in heaven between Satan and his evil angels 
and St. Michael and the angels of the Lord. The readings (Dan. 10:10–14; 12:1–3; Rev. 12:7–12; Luke 
10:17–20; Matt. 18:1–11) describe how the Lord used Michael and the angels to deliver His people from 
the accusations of Satan. Because Jesus took all of Satan’s accusations against us on Himself when He 
went to the cross, Satan has nothing more to say to the Lord about us or about our sins. Every evil 
deed, every sin, every impure thought or intention was placed upon Jesus. Now Satan is not only 
silenced but is cast down from heaven, never more to stand before the Lord to deliver slander or 
accusation against His people. 

So how did St. Michael and the Lord’s angels battle Satan and his demonic forces? With supernatural 
fireballs and weapons of mass destruction? No. Michael and the angels used the very same weapon the 
Lord has given to us: the Lord’s Word and the name of God that was given to us in our Baptisms. In 
Jude 9, as Michael battled Satan, he said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 

When Satan was cast down out of heaven, Rev. 12:11 says, “They have conquered him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” Satan and his evil angels are defeated not with the sword 
or battle tactics as we understand war strategy, but they are defeated by the blood of Jesus and His 
Word. 

How is Satan defeated today? 
Satan is still defeated by the Word of God. Every time the Lord’s Word is preached in truth and purity, 
Satan is defeated. The Lord’s Word silences his mouth and casts him from heaven so he can no longer 
accuse you before the Lord’s throne. In Luke 10:18, Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 
heaven.” Jesus said this in response to the preaching of the 72 disciples. These disciples were sent out 
by Jesus to proclaim the arrival of the kingdom of God in His name. Demons were cast out and Satan’s 
kingdom was literally torn apart by the preaching of Christ. So it continues today. The gates of hell will 
not prevail against the Lord and His Church. 
       Rev. Dr. Albert B. Collver III  - The Lutheran Witness 
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AT THE CLOSE OF THE PREFACE [IN THE SERVICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION], THE PASTOR SAYS, “THEREFORE WITH ANGELS AND 

ARCHANGELS AND WITH ALL THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN…”  WITH THESE 
WORDS, WE ARE REMINDED THAT OUR WORSHIP IS NOT LIMITED BY TIME 
OR BY SPACE.  EVERY TIME WE WORSHIP WE JOIN THE ANGELIC CHORUS 
AND SAINTS OF EVERY AGE IN THEIR ONGOING HEAVENLY WORSHIP OF 

THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN.     
SCOT KINNAMAN


