
 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 17, 2026  ✠  8:00 AND 10:15 AM



WELCOME 
We’re glad you’re here and want you to feel comfortable! 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
The service is printed here except for hymns which are found in the blue hymnal in the 
pew. Join in as you’re comfortable. 

FOR FAMILIES 
Children are welcome here! We know and Jesus knows that little kids have a hard time 
sitting quietly sometimes.  They are still welcome here.  Jesus said: Let the little children 
come to me! If needed, the entryway has audio so you can still participate. 

NEED HELP? 
Ask anyone—we’re glad to help. 
Pastors Boettcher and Peil would love to meet you - please introduce yourself! 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 
Headsets are available in the entryway. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
If you’re a visitor today, please see our note to you about Holy Communion on page 7. 

OUR OFFERING / CHURCH CENTER 
We’re transitioning to Church Center as our hub for giving and  
communication.Scan the QR code to get started. 
If you previously used Pushpay, please cancel recurring gifts there. 

Thanks for being with us. God bless you through His Word! 

What difference does it make? 
	 HE LIVES TO GIVE ME AN EAGER EXPECTATION FOR GLORY 

Without the resurrection of Jesus, my uncertainty can easily lead to anxiety. I am waiting 
for everything to turn out, and not knowing what will happen is much harder if I think I 
cannot rely on anyone. It’s been a long time since Jesus ascended into heaven. 
Sometimes I suffer. Has he forgotten about me?  

He lives, and it makes a difference. I know how my life will turn out, and that certainty 
about the future helps with life’s present difficulties. While I wait in the time between 
Christ’s ascension and his return on judgment day, I know that God will work everything 
out for my good. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
   The congregation speaks and sings the words in BOLD type.  

    

HYMN      466    Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

PLEASE STAND. 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 	                     Matthew 28:19 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.                    Psalm 32:1-2                                   
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Almighty and merciful Father,  
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  
    We have done those things that we should not have done,  
        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  
    Have mercy on us, Lord!  
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 
		       					       Silence for reflection	

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   	 HYMN 470, ST. 2+3	  
Thanks to you, O Christ victorious! 

    Thanks to you, O Lord of life! 
Death has now no power o’er us, 

    you have conquered in the strife. 
Thanks because you did arise 

and have opened paradise! 
    None can fully sing the glory 

    of the resurrection story. 
	  

You have died for my transgression, 
    all my sins on you were laid. 
You have won for me salvation, 

    on the cross my debt was paid. 
From the grave I shall arise 

and shall meet you in the skies. 
    Death itself is transitory; 

    I shall lift my head in glory. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       2 Timothy 4:22	  
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your right 
hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow 
where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   
Amen. 

Be seated. 

FIRST READING                                                                               	 Acts 1:12-26 
Matthias is chosen to join the apostles whose testimony about Christ’s resurrection gives the Church the 
expectation of future glory. 

Then the apostles returned to 
Jerusalem from the hill called the 
Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk 

from the city. 1When they arrived, they went 
upstairs to the room where they were 
staying. Those present were Peter, John, 
James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of 
Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
son of James. They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. 
	In those days Peter stood up among the 
believers (a group numbering about a 
hundred and twenty) and said, “Brothers 
and sisters, the Scripture had to be fulfilled 
in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago 
through David concerning Judas, who 
served as guide for those who arrested 
Jesus. He was one of our number and 
shared in our ministry.” 
	(With the payment he received for his 
wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he 

fell headlong, his body burst open and all 
his intestines spilled out. Everyone in 
Jerusalem heard about this, so they called 
that field in their language Akeldama, that 
is, Field of Blood.) 
	“For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book 
of Psalms: 
“ ‘May his place be deserted; 
	let there be no one to dwell in it,’and, 
“ ‘May another take his place of leadership.’ 
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of 
the men who have been with us the whole 
time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 
beginning from John’s baptism to the time 
when Jesus was taken up from us. For one 
of these must become a witness with us of 
his resurrection.” 
	So they nominated two men: Joseph called 
Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and 
Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you 
know everyone’s heart. Show us which of 
these two you have chosen to take over 
this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to 
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go where he belongs.” Then they cast lots, 
and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 

	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 45D      

 

SECOND READING                                                                                      1 Peter 4:12–17; 5:6-11 

The God of all grace has called us to future glory. Until that time, he encourages us to bring all our 
anxiety to him. 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at 
the fiery ordeal that has come on 
you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. 
But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may 
be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If 
you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests on you. If you 
suffer, it should not be as a murderer or 
thief or any other kind of criminal, or even 

as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a 
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise 
God that you bear that name. For it is time 
for judgment to begin with God’s 
household; and if it begins with us, what 
will the outcome be for those who do not 
obey the gospel of God? […] 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s 
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 
time. Cast all your anxiety on him because 
he cares for you. 
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	Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, 
standing firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of believers 
throughout the world is undergoing the 
same kind of sufferings. 
And the God of all grace, who called you 
to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 

suffered a little while, will himself restore 
you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast. To him be the power for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

	 The Word of the Lord. 
	 Thanks be to God!  

Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   	     John 14:18 
Alleluia! I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL              John 17:1-11 
Jesus says that his suffering will lead to glory, both his and ours. 

After Jesus said this, he looked 
toward heaven and prayed: 
	“Father, the hour has come. Glorify 

your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 
For you granted him authority over all 
people that he might give eternal life to all 
those you have given him. Now this is 
eternal life: that they know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent. I have brought you glory on 
earth by finishing the work you gave me to 
do. And now, Father, glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you 
before the world began. 
	 “I have revealed you to those whom you 
gave me out of the world. They were 
yours; you gave them to me and they have 

obeyed your word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me comes from 
you. For I gave them the words you gave 
me and they accepted them. They knew 
with certainty that I came from you, and 
they believed that you sent me. I pray for 
them. I am not praying for the world, but 
for those you have given me, for they are 
yours. All I have is yours, and all you have 
is mine. And glory has come to me through 
them. I will remain in the world no longer, 
but they are still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. 

	 The Gospel of the Lord. 
	 Praise be to You, O Christ! 

Be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY     466     Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense 

		SERMON      JOHN 17  
Please stand 

APOSTLES CREED             
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
        the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Gracious and Generous Lord, You made 
Yourself known to us in Your Son and have 
made us Your own through His cross and 
resurrection.  How can we ever thank you 
enough?  

We pray for Your Church, that You would 
protect us  from every attack of the 
prowling lion, and that false doctrine or 
ungodly living do not gain a foothold 
among us. 
Keep us confident in Your grace so that we 
might be humble before You and others. 

Teach us to cast all our anxiety on You 
and always find our hope for the future 
in Your unbreakable promises. 
Gracious God, giver of all we have, grant 
the people of this congregation a deep 
awareness that our lives, our jobs, our 
talents and our generosity come from You. 

Send your Holy Spirit to empower us to 
live securely in You and stand against the 
materialism and greed that are so 
prevalent in our culture. 
When we are tempted to think and do 
otherwise, impress on our hearts that You 

have asked for us to return a portion of 
what You’ve given us as a symbol of our 
trust in You to continue to provide for us. 

Help us excel in the grace of giving and 
use the gifts we give back to You to 
spread Your kingdom of grace. 
For the sick and the distressed, those 
whose hearts are heavy, those whose lives 
are burdened, those who mourn, and all 
who are in need; 

Lord have mercy on them and strengthen 
them. 
  Special intercessions may be inserted here. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private 
prayers. 

	 silent prayer 
Heavenly Father, as the first Christians 
devoted themselves to prayer and worship 
following Christ’s glorious ascension, 
preserve us in the same until we are raised 
with all the saints to Your heavenly 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, 

To Him be the power and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

OFFERING                   
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we return to God our first and best gifts, purely out of  
thanks to Him.  
There is an offering plate in the entry way for those who wish to give in that way.   
One time or recurring GIFTS can be given through an account on our app: Church 
Center (QR Code on the left.)  
Or, for a one time gift, text Give + dollar amount (example: Give$5)  to 1 (844) 
791-0302. You’ll receive a link to follow in response. 
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A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS  Children and those who are not communicant 
members of our church may come forward for a blessing. Those who do are asked 
to cross their arms on their chest to indicate this. 
Prince of Peace practices closed communion, because the Bible teaches it and because 
we love you.  That means we ask that only members of Prince of Peace or other 
congregations in our fellowship take the Lord’s Supper this morning. This is not a judgment 
of anyone’s faith, it is simply our desire to uphold what God says in 1 Corinthians 10 and 11 
about who should receive Holy Communion and how.   Because we believe from these 
words that Jesus’ body and blood is really present in and with the bread and wine, we want 
to be sure that it is received in the manner He has commanded us. 
Please speak to Pastor Boettcher or Pastor Peil about communing with us in the future if 
you’re not part of our congregation.  Thank you for your understanding!

THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 
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sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored 
everlasting life.  
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks 
and praise from all people. You created the 
world and all who live in it, and in your 
mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you 
for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
He rescued us from the terrors of death 
and restored eternal life with you. 
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and 
blood, and lead us to remember his 
suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive 

our sins and fill us with the hope of new life 
in heaven.  Amen. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD JESUS 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 
my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

Be seated 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

HYMN   	 453 	 The Tomb Is Empty

HYMN    	 471    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
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After the distribution, the minister speaks this blessing: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 
everlasting. Go in peace.  Your ✙ sins are forgiven. 
Amen. 

Stand 

PRAYER 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
His mercy endures forever.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          Psalm 118:1 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.	 	 	 	 	 1 Corinthians 11:26 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love.  By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BLESSING	                                                                                                           Numbers 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen.

Be seated

CLOSING HYMN     605   From All that Dwell Below the Skies 

 

Thank you to Sarah Boettcher for using her gifts to serve us and our Savior with music this morning!  
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